
WHAT IS FINANCIAL 
EMPOWERMENT?
Financial Empowerment 101

Monday, May 7, 2018



Overview

1. Welcome and introductions

2. Prosper Canada financial empowerment framework

3. Panel presentations

4. Activity: Organizational profile

5. Reflection and wrap up
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Panelists

Dean Estrella, Financial Literacy Manager, Momentum (Calgary)

Karina Hurtado, Community Investment specialist, United Way of the Alberta 
Capital Region (Edmonton)

Steve Vanderherberg, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Woodgreen Community 
Services (Toronto)
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Prosper Canada

Founded in 1986, Prosper Canada is a national charity dedicated to expanding 
economic opportunity for Canadians living in poverty.

As Canada’s leading champion of financial empowerment, we work with 
government, business and community partners to develop and promote financial 
policies, programs and resources that transform lives and foster the prosperity of 
all Canadians.

We help service systems and organizations in all sectors to build proven financial 
empowerment approaches into their programs.
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Financial empowerment is a set of interventions that measurably 
improve peoples’ financial outcomes
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FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT FRAMEWORK



Icebreaker
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What is the best experience you’ve had helping a client/friend/family 
member with a financial situation?

1

2 What is the worst experience?

3
Once you’ve had time to reflect (about 2 minutes), turn to 
a neighbour and share your best and worst experience.



Panel Presentations
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A. Organizational profile: An overview of each organization’s journey 
towards incorporating financial empowerment into their work.

B. Challenges and lessons learned: Advice for organizations just 
starting financial empowerment work.



Activity: Organizational profile
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Individually, answer the questions in the activity template at your table  
(20 min).1

2 Once everyone is finished, share with your table group (5 min total):

- One area that excited you from your profile 
or

- Something you’d like to investigate further. 

1

2



Reflection

Using your conference passport, quietly reflect on two questions (5 min):
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Who is one person or agency I would like to connect with to learn more 
about their financial empowerment work?

How might their work relate to what my agency is currently working on?

A.

B.



Wrap up

- Networking dinners

- Tuesday’s sessions
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Prosper Canada 
60 St. Clair Avenue East, Suite 700

Toronto, ON M4T 1N5
(416) 665-2828

www.prospercanada.org

John Stephenson
Manager, Program Delivery & Integration

jstephenson@prospercanada.org
416 665-28282 Ext.2233

http://www.prospercanada.org/
mailto:jstephenson@prospercanada.org
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